P.001/001  F-888

B30 377 18186 T-541

NOV-18-2008 09:34PM  FROM-COLDWELL BANKER

< Before You Leap/ /-

United States

A_ lehongh many intsrnational assignments originate in che United States, the

country remains 2 popular destinarion for inbound moves, Sylvia Theriaulr,
GMS, exeoutive vice president of Full Circle Internatonal Relocations, New Yorlk,

NY, offers some esseniial knowledge on housing and schooling optons for first-time
- assignees headed to th: United Stares.

Housing Education

Housing Types

Apamnc:nts in major metropolitan areas are avajlable
in either mid- to high-rise buildings or in converted
older homes/row houses, Low rise /garden apartments
are found in more suburban environments. In New York
- City, further distinctions are made between condomini-

ums, cooperatives, or solely rental anits,

Town houses (or row houses) are available in many
parts of the Unired States and nart necessarily in rown.
This housing is built in rows or clusters with adjoining
walls the neighboring house. There is vsually a small
backyard or garden.

Single-family homes are free-standing houses surround-

ed by a yard or garden and mostly found in purely residen-

tial areas or suburbs of major 17.8 cities, This generally 1s

-+ the most family-appropriate and expensive type of housing,
Furnished rental housing is not usually available except:

as corporate housing. which is defined as fully-firrnished
(including housewares) ental accommodation and which
are aimost always apartments.

. Availahility

. In general, the mast expensive rental markets also are -

the most challenging olaces to find a good renral . :

.' property. Availability is good, bat demand is also good.

‘Therefore, once an arrractive praperty is found; dallying

roo long before deciding is not advised,

Lease Formalities

.chts always are-quoted as monthly ratcs, In order to.
SECUIC a property, the first month’s renr plus a seco-

rity deposir cquial to 1-2 months® rent is required along
with signing the lcase. Any real cstate commission due is
payable ar the Jease signing. o
Landlords in major merropolitan areas with low vacancy
rates usually will not agree to shorter than 3 one-year lease.

A cancellation clavse is difficult to ger untl the second

year of lease,

Choices

or independent/privare schaals, most major

metropolitan arexs have schools with French,
Japanese, German, and British curdculum and lan-
guage. There also are many excellent American or
IB curriculum private schools.

Cost

,Inclcpcndent schiools can run as high as

US$25,000 and up per child,
Public schools are funded by local taxes and

" some UL, government grants, bur otherwise are
- cost-free to the families.

 nidepéridént -op- private, schools that do not .
Ve ahy §rate oF federal funds can follow the - -

ecutridnhim of hieir chibice; geligious, classic, .
. “American, TR? or other natonal cumicilum. ESL -
+generally is nGvavailable. ¢ - - Co

Ihére s no standard U.S, cuarriculum, For public,

i affEi:atéf&i}ciéc{,'_sélni;qlg; cach state develops their
. OWN, liowever, there are federal education goals that .

“:they nced 1o meet. Public schdols? cirdculum ofen

- éiquald or excéeds thiose of independent schools, ESL:

i+ is offered 1o most public schools,



